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rights and privileges of subjects who must become more
numerous than ourselves."1   The success of the colonists
Gigs a-
tempt" to     scheme was made impossible.   In 1782 he was forced to accept
the Whig administration of Rockingham which he hated, and
then, in the next year, to submit to the detested Fox-North
coalition. So great was George's reluctance to admit the
Rockingham Ministry that he even talked of retiring to
Hanover; the return of the Whigs to power was a personal
defeat for the King as well as a defeat for his system of
government. In 1782 he was obliged at last to accept
Burke's Place Act, which deprived the revenue
officers of the right to sit in Parliament, a Bill which the
King had previously successfully resisted.2 Certainly the
King was glad to have Pitt as Prime Minister in 1783,
though without a majority in the House: but Pitt was no
mere satellite of the throne, and he soon acquired the con-
fidence of Parliament. With the entrance of Pitt into power
the first phase of George's reign ends : he had attempted to
revive the power of the Crown, but the failure to cope with
the colonial question had defeated his attempt. Now
it was left to Pitt to pacify the country, which had become
profoundly agitated by twenty years of unsuccessful resist-
ance to unpopular government, and to build up the
economic strength of the nation. The American Revolution
made a period of retrenchment, reform and reorganisation
inevitable.
1	Parlt. Hist., vol. xix., p. 42.    Cited from Clark, op, ciL, p. 247.
2	This Bill is printed in Grant-Robertson, Select Statutes, p. 247,

